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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The arguments presented in applicant's amendment received 29 March 2006 were 
deemed persuasive, however, a new non-fmai rejection is set forth below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 8 recites the limitation "a second impact absorbing device" in page 3, claim 8, 
lines 1-2 of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim as 
there is no mention of a first impact absorbing device in claim 8 or claim 1, from which claim 8 
depends. 

3. Applicant's remarks on page 7, middle of the page, indicate that the interpretation of the 
limitation "second impact absorbing device" is reasonably ascertainable. The examiner 
maintains the position that rewording the claim to avoid confusion is also reasonable and 
respectfully requests an amended claim 8 to clarify the limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 8, 13-16, 18-20, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Luria (U.S. Patent 4,084,557). 

Re claims 1, 4, 5, 13, 16, 19, and 20, Luria discloses a valve actuation mechanism 
comprising: 
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- a block or cylinder head 2 with main cylinder 3 and piston 4 defining a combustion 
chamber (column 3, lines 41-43; Figure 1); 

- a crankshaft (Figure 1); 

- an engine valve or intake valve 8 moveable between a first position at which the valve 
prevents the flow of fluid relative to the combustion chamber or closed position and a second 
position at which the fluid flows relative to the combustion chamber or open position (column 3, 
lines 44-46, lines 66-68 with column 4, lines 1-6, lines 13-16; Figures 4a-5c); 

- a cam follower or rocker arm 20 having a fixed central pivot 80 operatively connected 
to the intake valve 8 (column 3, lines 45-50, column 5, lines 14-16; Figures 1, 4a-5c); 

- a first cam 12 engaging rocker arm 20 at a first end through pushrod 18 to rotate rocker 
arm 20 in a first direction about the pivot 80 to open intake valve 8 during a first lift period 
(column 3, lines 45-50; Figures 1, 4a-5c); 

- a second cam 34 engaging rocker arm 20 at a second end to rotate rocker arm 20 in a 
second direction about the pivot opposite the first direction to open intake valve 8 during a 
second lift period (column 6, lines 15-34; Figures 1, 4a-5c); 

- a phase shifting means including worm 60 and gears 52, 54, 56 to adjust the timing of 
the second cam 34 relative to the first cam 12 between the first lift period and the second lift 
period (column 4, lines 32-50; Figures 1, 2, 4a-5c); 

- the second cam 34 selectively engaging and disengaging the rocker arm 20 (column 5, 
lines 47-68 with column 6, lines 1-34; Figures 1, 4a-5c). 

Re claims 3 and 18, Luria discloses the second lift period overlapping with at least a 
portion of the first lift period (column 6, lines 8-34; Figures 5a-5c). 
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Re claims 7, 8, 14, 15, and 22, Luria discloses a first impact absorbing device or follower 
16 between first cam 12 and rocker arm 20 (column 3, lines 46-50, column 5, lines 15-18; 
Figures 1, 4a-5c) and a second impact absorbing device or interposer 90 between second cam 34' 
and rocker arm 20' (column 6, lines 49-63; Figure 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Luria in 
view of Kara et al. (U.S. Patent 4,708,101). 

. Luria discloses a valve actuation mechanism comprising a block or cylinder head with 
main cylinder and piston defining a combustion chamber, a crankshaft, an engine valve or intake 
valve moveable between a first position at which the valve prevents the flow of fluid relative to 
the combustion chamber or closed position and a second position at which the fluid flows 
relative to the combustion chamber or open position, a cam follower or rocker arm having a 
fixed central pivot operatively connected to the intake valve, a first cam engaging rocker arm at a 
first end through pushrod to rotate rocker arm in a first direction about the pivot to open intake 
valve during a first lift period, a second cam engaging rocker arm at a second end to rotate rocker 
arm in a second direction about the pivot opposite the first direction to open intake valve during 
a second lift period, a phase shifting means to adjust the timing of the second cam relative to the 
first cam between the first lift period and the second lift period, the second cam selectively 
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engaging and disengaging the rocker arm. Luria, however, fails to specifically disclose the phase 
shifting mechanism including a helical spline and a hydraulic actuator. 

Hara et al. teach an engine valve 12 operatively moveable between an open and closed 
position, a cam follower 15 operatively connected to the engine valve 12, a first cam 13 adapted 
to engage the cam follower 15 to actuate the engine valve 12 during first lift period (column 6, 
lines 24-68 with column 7, lines 1-39; Figures 8 A, 12, and 13), a second cam 17 adapted to 
engage the cam follower to actuate the movement of the engine valve 12 during a second lift 
period (column 6, lines 24-68 with column 7, lines 1-39; Figures 8 A, 12, and 13), a phase 
shifting device 23 operatively coimected to the first cam 13 and adapted to adjust the relative 
timing between the first lift period and the second lift period (column 4, lines 65-68 with column 
5, lines 1-16; Figure 8B), the phase control mechanism 23 including a helical spline and a 
hydraulic actuator (column 4, lines 65-68 with column 5, lines 1-31; Figures 9 and 10). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made, 
to have utilized the teaching by Hara et al. in the valve actuating mechanism of Luria, since the 
use thereof would replace the worm gear phase adjusting mechanism with a more versatile, 
hydraulically controlled mechanism to enable more accurate phase changing with wider 
valuations in timing and lift control. 

8. Claims 6 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Luria. 

Luria discloses the valve actuating mechanism cited above, however, fails to specifically 
disclose an additional rocker arm or cam follower with a pushrod. Luria discloses the use of a 
pushi od 18, and the addition of a rocker and another pushrod connected to the disclosed rocker 
arm 20 would be obvious and well within one of ordinary skill depending on space and location 
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considerations, rotational forces, and the overall size of the engine. Moreover, there is nothing in 
the record which establishes that the application of such an addition rocker arm and pushrod 
represents a novel or unexpected resuh (See In re Kuhle, 526 F,2d 553, 188 USPQ 7 (CCPA 
1975)). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 13-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

10. Regarding applicant's arguments on the bottom of page 10 and top of page 1 1 with 
reference to claim 13 concerning the first and second cams rotating the rocker arm in opposite 
directions, the examiner disagrees. As clearly shown in Figures 4a-5c of Luria, first cam 12 
pushes rocker 20 in an upwards direction about pivot 80 while second cam 34 pushes rocker 20 
in a downwards direction about pivot 80, the directions being opposite even though both are 
clockwise around the pivot 80. Conversely, applicant's Figure 1 shows a follower or rocker 50 
and a first cam 42 which pushes follower 50 in a generally upwards direction about pivot 59 
while the second cam 52 pushes the follower 50 in a generally downwards direction about pivot 
59, again both directions being clockwise about the pivot 59. This is exactly the same as Luria. 

Communication 

1 1 . Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle M. Riddle whose telephone number is (571) 272-4864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (07:30-5:00) Second Friday Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Denion can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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